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Minister
Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Co-operatives
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

MESSAGE

Achievement of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is a high priority of the
present government.In line with this priority, the Policy Support Branch (PSB) of the
Local Government Division under the Ministry of Local Government, Rural
Development and Cooperatives has revised and updated the National Strategy for
Water Supply and Sanitation 2014 to align it with the targets of SDG and other goals
of the water supply, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) sector. This is a timely and
commendable initiative of the Local Government Division.

The revised ‘National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation 2021 tries to provide
a comprehensive framework for the WASH sector in Bangladesh in order to address
the new challenges after the MDG era. The goal of this national strategy is to ensure
safe and sustainable water supply, sanitation and hygiene services for all, with safety
nets for the hard-core poor and the marginalized, leading to better health and
well-being. It consists of core principles and strategies to guide the way forward for
ensuring the safe water supply, sanitation and hygiene services.

| am pleased that the revision and updating process of this document adopted a
wide range of participation and considered the opinions all concerned with due
importance.| convey my profound thanks to all those who contributed to its revision
and upgradation, particularly the members of the working committee, sector
professionals and National Forum for Water Supply and Sanitation.

| hope all including relevant ministries, local government institutions, development
partners, NGOs, civil societies and media will work together with a concerted effort
to implement this strategy for ensuring safely managed water supply and sanitation
services for all, which will contribute in materializing the vision of the Honourable
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of becoming a developed country by 2041.

Long live Bangladesh!
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Md.Tazul Islam, MP






Senior Secretary
Local Government Division
Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Co-operatives

MESSAGE

Bangladesh is globally recognized as a role model for achieving enormous progress in our
social and economic sectors. Especially, our achievement in the water and sanitation sector is
appreciated worldwide. Despite the success in increasing water supply services and reducing
open defecation to almost zero, we have many challenges in ensuring safely managed water
supply and sanitation services for all. These include, safely managed water supply and
sanitation for densely populated urban areas, extending services to people living in hard to
reach (HtR) areas coupled with coastal and arsenic prone areas, mobilization of funding on
time etc.

To ensure safe water supply and sanitation services and aligning with Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) focusing the concept of “leaving no one behind', the Local Government Division
has taken initiative to revise and update the “National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation
2014’

| convey my sincere thanks and gratitude to Honorable Minister, Ministry of Local Government,
Rural Development and Cooperatives Mr. Md. Tazul Islam, MP, for his overall guidance in
revising and updating this important national WASH sector strategy. | am also extending my
thanks to WaterAid Bangladesh, UNICEF and the members of the ‘Working Committee' for
their proactive role and continuous support in accomplishing this important task.

| expect that combined efforts from different ministries, stakeholders, government agencies,
LGIs, NGOs and development partners based on this revised “National Strategy for Water
Supply and Sanitation 2021'will help overcome the challenges of WASH sector.| firmly believe
that this revised "National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation 2021’ will help our country
achieve SDG 6 and reach developed status by 2041.
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Helal Uddin Ahmed


































































































































































